BASE HOSPITAL NUMBER 26

-‘mhewMinnesota Base Hospital or, accarding to its official

‘aesignétion,‘Base Hospital No. 26 was mobiliZed on Decembér 10,

.1917, per telegraphic instructions of the War Department, The

Orgaﬁization was initiated and carried to completion through
the enthugiastic efforts of Major Arthur A, Law, who was made
its commanding offiecer. The hospital was reported completely

mobilized on December 15 and on Decerber 28 it was ordered to

: enfraih for Fort MbPheréon, Georgia, per S. 0. #297; Hars.,

Central Dept. It srrived at its destination on the morning of
December 13, 1917, -

| At Fort MePherson the hospitai was joined by Colonel
Joseph H, Ford who was then made Commanding Officer,,and Captain
Jomn Bentler, Q.M., and Thos. G. Williams, 1st Lieut., S. C.,
Adjutaﬁt.

The organization trained at this post in drill and hospitel
functions, On March 30, 1918, @nit "V" of Dallas, Texas, under

command of Major Mark E, Lott, was attached to Base Hospital No.

26, The persoﬁnel was thus increased to a number sufficient for

taking care of a hospital of 1000 beds. o

On May 19, 1918, per confidentisl orders #52, Hars., South-
eastern Dept., May 13, 1918, the 6rganization entrained and arrived
at Camp Merritt, NWew Jersey, May 21, 1918. After a ten day stop
there the orgenization went on shipboard on June 3, 1918, the

officers and enlisted men on the Adriatic, and the nurses, who had



‘joinédAthe unit}at New‘York,ciﬁy,;gding in the same convoy on the

Baltic, ,  L N | M o

‘ After an uneventful trip on & northerly course, ‘the convoy “x

. arrived in Liverpool England ‘on June 15, 1918, dlsembarking on
June 16; From. leerpool they entrained to Southampton, crossing

‘England on a beautlful sunsghiny summex day, and reachlng Southr

' ampton‘towards evening. After 24 hours gpent in a "rest" camp,

fhey‘eMbarked on a small steamer‘arriving in‘the port of_Le Havre

~ on thelmorningrof June 18, Here they‘marcheq up the long Windiﬁg

hill to Rest Camp Wo, 1, leaving there late that night. They

arrived in‘Allerey'on‘Jﬁna'ao ”1ate in the eVeﬁing.' |
- The Minnesota hoapltal unlt was the flrst organlzatlon to

}&?rlveiat Hospital Center, Allerey, It consisted at the time of

‘Viﬁs arriVai of 36ﬁofficers and 207‘én1:sted personnel, Colonel :

) J. “H. Pord, ., C., was commanding Offlcer. ‘The center was 6nly*'

‘ partially completed. Section #2, one oi’ the ten base hospltal
unlts contemplated to be establlshed was the most complete and
therefore chosen to house thls organization. ,

“Three days after the arrival at Allerey, Cdlon31 Foid was

“detached from Base Hospital Nol‘zﬁyand'ﬁas made-Comﬁanding Offieer
of the center. He took with him for his headquarters staff a
1arge number of officers and personnel of . Base H05p1tal No, 26.
Indeed almost his entire staff was cdmposed of membars chosen from
the Minnesota unit, although.the center was eompose@ of six hos-

'iﬁitals and a 6ohvaieseent eamé'during the latter part of the suﬁ—

'mer. Among those detached were Gapfain Thom&S‘G.‘Willﬁam& who |
was made cdmp adgutant Captain John Bentler who was made group

quartermaster Captaln Gllbert J Thomas aanltary_offleer and



$
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, fire‘marsha1, Majof E. C. MOore;‘evaéuating anq‘réceiving officer
for thé}center,‘ﬁaptéiﬁMosés‘Barrdn, laboratory officer for the
’c?htéi. Oolbnel FdrdféESQ took a number of sergeants and privates
. with him.”‘Thesé détaehmenté infolved}changes in the positions pf,
the personn&l at Base Hospltal #26 'MajOT Law was again made
:,commanding offlcer.

fhen the offleers and personne] moved into the barracks the
¥/bu11dings were stlll 1neomplete Little had been done to provide
for sanitation. Gradlng, ditéhing, water supplies, dispoSal of
mewerage waste and garbage had not af all been attacked‘exeeptf
that a small amount of ditching had been done and the terrain fairly
“lwell dreined. Water was at first procured from wells in the little '
'town of Allerey whlch was situasted about a quarter of a mlle from .
camp. Thls town had a.p0pulation‘of‘about 250 inhabitants. ,Later
the water supply Was‘furnishe& from three wells in the iﬁmediate,

vicinity dug for the purposé. However this water had to be ehlor-

':flnated for drlnking purposes since 1t wes only surface Water.

Bathing facllitles at flrst a problem were gradually worked out, .
The French portgble shower outfits proveﬁ satisfactory. ;Later a
number of American showers were also installed. :
From‘a-sanitary standpoint two aiseases prcvéd‘a éourée of
gpecial concérn during the period of,gfeatestlactivity at the hog-
pital. These were influenza and diphtheria, Influenza becamé‘df
very ffequent ogeurrence, Differeﬂt members of the CQmmand,weie
affected w1th some - resPiratory complalnt. The eétéblishing of
,Speclal wards for pneumonia and other 1nLeetious diseases did a

great aeal to lessen the spread of the 1nfeet10n. Pneumonlas



- ‘lif following influenza were qulte oommon and had & high mortalitye
These diseases proved most troublesome dur1ng September and Oetober.
" The bed capaoity of the hospital wag repeatedly taxed to the
utmost so that even the Red Cross reoreatlon hut had to be quuls-"
o 1tioned for use as a ward, all wards anditents hav1ng been filled
~ to capacity. The patients beds were pléced ver& close together.
At times they Were scarcely more than 12 or 16 inches apart
Practically all of the German pllsoners comlng to the Oenter
Wounded or snck were admltted ‘to Base Hospital No. 26. There
‘were_gzzladmltted to this hospltal, of which 90% were surgical
cases, At one time there were 202 in the hospifal.‘ Six of thesé
opafients died; When the remainder were well enough to travel |
they were evaouated to Central Prlson War Enelosure No. 1 at St
: Plerre de ¢orps, near Tours, Franoe. When the hospital was evacu-
~atodin the early part of January; 1919} thé.remaining 16 bod pa; '
,tlents orthopodic oasés were evacuated to Base Hoqpltal Yo. 49._
Needless to say,‘all these men reoelved the same attentlon and
care as was glven to our own men,

On the arrival of the unit at Allerey the Medlcdl Supply De-
fxpartment took up its quarters in the bulldlng it occupled durlng
~the enﬁlre period, From the first great need of medlcal SupplleS‘ﬁ

' ‘became'évident‘ The slowness 1n fllllnw our flrst requ1s1t10ns
| Was remedled to a great extent by the Amerlcan Red Cross together
- with the articles boughtrfrom the Contlngent Fund. Even‘afterward;‘
lall the ready—made dressings Were furnished at all times by the\
Red Gross the Government furnlshlng only the guaze bandages in
"bulk;j'The Red Cross furnished also a great meny spoolal 1nstru—
~7}menﬁs'aﬁd other supplies which could not be obtaiﬁed'qﬁickly in

: any;oﬁher}way, and gavefbesides generEOus quantitiés‘of such




e

‘articles"és'bath robes pajamas bed socks, ete., which were inval-
uable to patients who were able to move about the wards. In the |
latter part of August, the orlglnal artlcles purchased with the -
money donated for the Unlt_arrlved in good consition and were a
great hélp at‘the‘tiﬁe when medical supplies were difficdlt to
obtain, At first the system of obtaihing supplies Was rather slow
and‘inefficient, inasmuc£ as the needs were great, but later it was
improved énd only occasionaily was there a direct shortage of
medical supplies. |

The surgical service, the dental service, the medical service,
and special services would each make an interesting.chapter, espec-
ially to those in the medical profession, but the limits of this
paper preclude a just disecussion of any one of them. The work of
the 1aboratory, of the surgeons, of the medical students, of the
nurges, and of the enlisted persommel each deserves special atten-

tidn. The mess and entertainments furnished more problems and

. their history is full of 1nferest

Colonel axmg Law and Major White left for the United utates
tn December 26, 1918. Base Hospital No. 26 left Allerey March 4,
1919, arrived at Wantes March 7. 0The officers sailéd from St.
April 4, -
Nagzaire on the Zeelandeg\ arrlved at Charleston Aprll 18, The
enlisted personnel and four officers salled one week later and ar-

rived at Newport News.



